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A construct is:

“the specific definition of an ability that 
provides the basis for a given assessment or 
assessment task and for interpreting scores 
derived from this task” 
(Bachman & Palmer, 2010, p. 43)





Constructs and features
Task types Recount an experience, give examples

and recommendations, argue a point
of view

CEFR domains Personal, public, educational, 
professional

Writing skills Cohesive devices, formulating an 
argument

Subconstructs Content, discourse coherence, 
grammar and vocabulary
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Finally…

• IELTS and DET
• External evaluation



Conclusion

• The novel approach may be unfamiliar, but it allows us to judge the language 
level of the test-taker more quickly than traditional approaches. Keeping the 
test short has additional benefits in terms of cost, accessibility and 
construct-irrelevant variance.

• External evaluations have confirmed the quality of this test.
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